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A SYMPOSIUM ON THE TEACHING OF THE HISTORY 

OF HISPANIC AMERICA IN EDUCATIONAL 

INSTITUTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES 

A number of successful teachers, as well as some persons out- 
side the teaching profession, were requested to give brief expres- 
sion to their views on the Teaching of the History of Hispanic 
America. The replies of those who responded are given below, 
arranged alphabetically by the names of writers and not of in- 
stitutions. These replies show above all the great interest and 
enthusiasm in the United States for such study — an interest, it 
should be said, that has been largely fostered by the narrowing 
bonds set to the earth by the demands of commerce and by the 
industrial development of our age. The replies show, also, that 
the field is, on the whole, still a new one, and that teachers are 
very much concerned about what and how they shall teach. 
The courses that have been inaugurated thus far in educational 
institutions in the United States have arisen from practical rather 
than from purely cultural considerations, although the history of 
Hispanic America may be made an intensely important cultural 
study, especially taken in connection with its Spanish and Por- 
tuguese backgrounds. The time possible to devote to the study 
to Hispanic America in most of the fifty or so educational institu- 
tions in the United States offering courses in the history of that 
region is, however, unfortunately all too short, and admits of 
comparatively little differentiation. It is hoped that the papers 
here given will prove of practical and concrete service to teachers 
and students, and that they may excite expressions by others of 
views on this same subject. It will be found useful to read these 
papers in connection with the brief outlines of courses published 
in earlier issues of this Review, and the fuller outlines published 
in this number. In this general connection, also, special atten- 
tion should be directed to the paper in this issue by Professor 
Altamira. — J. A. R. 
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